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A concise, lively history of Korea,Â which exploresÂ the richness of Korean civilizationÂ from the

ancient era through to the jarring transformation that resulted in two distinctive trajectories through

the modern world.Â Chapters flow both chronologically and thematically, covering themes such as

identity, gender and family. Â 
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'Hwang raises questions at every turn and challenges the reader to engage with issues that

animated past generations, issues that concern us today, and issues that impinge on our collective

future in a world where Korea and Koreans matter.' - James B. Lewis, Lecturer in Korean History,

University of Oxford

KYUNG MOON HWANG is Associate Professor in the Department of History at the University of

Southern California, USA.Â  He is the author of Beyond Birth: Social Status in the Emergence of

Modern Korea (Harvard University Press, 2004).
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